
Freshman English 011 Summer Reading
Why should we stand up for what we believe in?

Summer Reading Expectations: Read the required text and take a set of detailed,
handwritten notes in preparation for a summer reading assessment.

Required Text:

Flowers in the
Gutter
by K.R. Gaddy
(ISBN
0525555412)

Photo-illustrated non�ction, the story of the Edelweiss Pirates, a
group of working-class teens who not only survived but resisted
the Nazis by whatever means they could, even when they knew it
could cost them their lives. Flowers in the Gutter is told from the
points of view Gertrude, Fritz, and Jean, three young people
from working-class neighborhoods in Cologne, beginning with
their pre-school years at the dawn of the Third Reich in the
1930s. Gaddy shows how political activism was always a part of
their lives and how they witnessed �rst-hand the toll it took on
their parents--and how they still carried the torch for justice
when it was their turn. Once the war began, Gertrude, Fritz, and
Jean and their friends survived and even resisted in one of the
most heavily bombed cities in Germany. Gaddy includes tense
accounts of �ghts with Hitler Youth and the Gestapo, of
disseminating anti-Nazi pamphlets, of helping POWs and forced
laborers, and even of sabotaging Nazi factories. Ultimately, the
war ended tragically for several young pirates, and Gaddy shows
how post-war politics and prejudices led to these young men and
women being branded criminals for decades after the war.
Summary provided by Goodreads.com

Reading Assessment: Students should be prepared for a reading assessment on the
book. The test will be open book, but it will be timed, so making annotations in the
text and utilizing sticky/post it notes (or some other form of annotation) are strongly
suggested. In addition, students will complete a writing assignment on the text
in the �rst weeks of the school year.

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/36121547-flowers-in-the-gutter#:~:text=Photo%2Dillustrated%20nonfiction%2C%20the%20story,could%20cost%20them%20their%20lives.

